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“The Saints are coming” read 
the many signs on buses and 
billboards around Memphis. By 
the weekend of the convocation, 
the saints were in Memphis. The 
Lord blessed more than 45,000 
people to come rejoicing from 
various parts of the world. The 
_ annual fellowship was _ truly 
wonderful. | 


This year’s convocation started 
like others with the traditional 
consecration period. Those days 
were enhanced because so many 
saints went through the fast. 
During that time, the saints 
prayed for the leadership, the 
convocation and the coming 
elections. 


The preaching held the attention 
of the thousands. Oh, the 
preaching was great! Elder James 
Carter of Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth stirred the saints 
at Mason Temple, preaching 


BISHOP J. O. PATTERSON 


from I Samuel 4. His thought 
was ‘‘What meaneth the Noise?” 
He concluded that our noise 
must be understood by the 
world as well as ourselves. The 
saints rejoiced as he exclaimed, 
“Tt’s alright now!” Elder Lee 
Spight of Buffalo, New York 
thrilled the congregation with an 
in-depth look at suffering. He 
preached from Psalm 42, asking 
the question “Where is God 
When I Suffer?’’ As a native 
Memphian, Elder Spight proved 
that one can come home in 
victory. Elder Vernal Benjamin 
did not fail God or his Bishop’s 
trust, as he preached from John 
2:1-8. His thought was “The 
Wind is Blowing.” The Elder 
Frank Smith of Dallas, Texas 
came through in the usual Texan 
manner. Preaching from _ the 
24th and 25th verses of St. Jude, 
he introduced the saint “Unto 
Him.”’ The Lord was pleased, I 
believe, because the truth came 
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“The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not found in his mouth.” MaL.2:6. “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” JOHN 8:32. 
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forth. The Lord gave Bishop 
German Ross a special anointing. 
Bishop Ross sang “Amazing 
Grace”’ before preaching. I have 
never witnessed “Amazing 
Grace”’ sang so well. Afterwards, 
Bishop Ross preached a stirring 
message which kindled 
inspiration in the saints. His 
theme was ‘Anchors That Will 
Hold.” Bishop J. D. Husband 
preached another thunderous 
message. Using St. John 2:1-8 as 
his text. Bishop spoke from the 
subject, “The Transformer of 
Life.’’ Things broke loose as this 
trumpeter of good _ news 
delivered Heaven’s message. The 
Elder Thoroughgood of Virginia 
was certainly a blessing. Bishop 
Samuel Green will probably say 
Virginia has more than great 
presidents; it has greater 
preachers. Elder Thoroughgood 
preached from St. Mark 2:1, and 
his thought was “Essentials for 
the Lord’s Work.” He _ was 


ELECTION RESULTS -1984 


The Church of God in Christ 
held its general election in 
November. The many candidates 
for various offices addressed the 
General Assembly and met and 
shook hands with as many 
delegates as possible, since this 
was to be the most significant 
election since 1968. One sad 
note: Bishop J. A. Blake died 
the day before the election. 
Because of it, the delegates had a 
more subdued feeling. 


The Election Commission 
worked very hard to ensure the 
integrity of the election. The 
commission distinguished itself 
as totally professional and astute 
in the execution of its duties. 
The election rules materials were 
printed well and could be easily 
understood. The process was 
orderly and_ business-like in 
every detail. Dr. Charles Blake 
who served as chairman of the 
commission must be 
commended, along with the 
fellow members and workers of 
the commission. It was a job 


well done. 


For the record, the crowds were 
large and the lines long. The 
saints gathered in their 
respective places and patiently 
waited for their turn to vote. 
Two lines were formed. The 
delegates whose state began with 
the letter A-M voted in the 
basement of the old Publishing 
House. The back parking lot had 
a long line winding and looping 
in every direction. The saints 
laughed, talked and prayed that 
the weather would hold up. It 
was a long wait. The other 
delegates whose state began with 
N-Z and _ those _ representing 
foreign territories voted in the 
U. E. Miller Hall. They lined up 
by the North entrance and stood 
in line the length of Mason 
Temple. The lines went down 
into the sanctuary and around 
the wall. The primary activity 
was waiting. The saints seemed 
to take the waiting in stride. 
Subjects like the ethics of 
voting, future directions of the 


church and who had preached a 
great message during the 
convocation filled the air. 


Finally, the polls closed, and the 
saints settled in to hear the 
results. The evening started, the 
night passed and early moming 
approached when the results 
came in. Dr. P. H. Porter of 
Denver, Colorado acted as 
chairman. He read the results to 
the saints at 3:30 am. The 
following are the results of the 
General Election of 1984. 


KEY 
*New Board Member 
** Unopposed 


GENERAL BOARD VOTE 


Bishop J. O. Patterson 

Presiding Bishop 

Bishop F. D. Washington 

Bishop C. D. Owen 

Bishop L. H. Ford 

Bishop J. D. Husband 
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thoroughly good! Elder David 
Scriven brought a _ sobering 
message. From I Corinthians 
15:1-4, 12, 13-20, his subject 
was “If Dead Men Don’t Rise.” 
It will be long remembered how 
he delivered so much gospel. On 
Communion day, the Elder 
Roger Jones preached before the 
Lord’s Supper. His reflective 
insight served to bring deep 
meaning to a most significant 
event: Communion. The 
Scriptures used were Exodus 
12:13 and Ephesians 1:7, and 
his thought was “Redeemed 
Through His Blood.” 


One cannot conclude this 
convocation report without 
mentioning the women and 
presiding Bishop. The Women’s 
Day activities were holy and 
anointed events to behold. The 
uniformed ladies and_ choir 
performed excellently. Mother 
Mattie McGlothen spoke a 
sobering message which rang a 
bell in the deep corners of the 
soul. My hat goes off to them 
because they completed a great 
convocation. 


Lastly, the Official Day deserves 
attention. Allow this report to 
go on record as saying that Dr. 
Mattie Moss Clark and her entire 
music department are tops. Such 
devotion to duty and 
completion of every daily task 
can only be rewarded by God. 
Dr. Clark is the ‘‘Queen”’ and 
“Champion” of contemporary 
mass choir music. 


It was to the backdrop of her 


fine music that official day was 
started. The saints sat waiting to 
hear God’s man, Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, deliver the annual 
message...Bishop stood before 
25,000 30,000 saints and 
preached a powerful message. 
Bishop did not address any 
particular text, but spoke under 
the revelation of the spirit. He 
began his comments by relating 
that we, COGIC saints, are saints 
only, but not the only saints. He 
eluded to other pentecostal 
groups that were established in 
their own right. He told how he 
invited about 14 different 
pentecostal organizations to 
Memphis. The leadership of 
these churches came and 
dialogued about the church’s 
mission in Christ. There was no 
talk of merger, only fellowship. 
The meeting was so encouraging 
that the group met in 
Washington, D.C. The United 
Holy Church hosted the 
meeting. Our presiding Bishop 
was selected among his peers to 
be the speaker before that 
convention. Afterwards, the 
group decided to meet again in 
Philadelphia, Pa. The Mt. Sinai 
Holy Church of America hosted 
the group. Again, Bishop 
Patterson was honored by his 
peers to preach. 


Bishop next acknowledged the 
dear saints who annually attend 
the convocation. He stated his 
knowledge of the fact that many 
save all year and that some even 
borrow money to make this trip 
to Memphis. He challenged the 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


THE MAKING OF A BRIDGE 
by 
Carol A. M. Robinson 


In my spiritual imagination I see 
the Church of God in Christ as a 
“heaven gateway bridge.’’ We 
can define a bridge as being a 
structure carrying a pathway or 
roadway over a depression or 
obstacle; also a time, place or 
means of connection or 
transition. Breaking it down in 
my mind, I see the Church of 
God in Christ as the bridge by 
which to carry the elect saints 
across spiritual and natural 
joumeys of this life. I see this 
bridge allowing us a time in 
which we have to make a choice 
as to the direction we’re going to 
take. I see a means of 
connection where confession of 
sin and acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus is made. Secondly, one can 
receive a fullness and an 
understanding of the blessed 
Trinity. 


In 1869, John A. Roebling came 
to the United States to build 
what is known today as the 
Brooklyn Bridge. With a vast 
crew and powerful 
determination, Roebling 
survived hardships, conquered 
disappointments, overcame 
various obstacles and wrestled 
physical setbacks, only to 
triumph in building the “eighth 
wonder of the world. The entire 
project was done at a cost of 20 
lives and nearly 20 million 
doliars over the estimated cost. 


The building of the Brooklyn 
Bridge has enabled two once 
separated cities to unite. It has 
harmoniously engulfed the two 
cities with a closeness that was 
never felt before. Today the 
Brooklyn Bridge still stands and 
by night the electrical lights that 
surround her illuminizes her 
every decal and by day her 
physical architectual design 
enhances the skies for all to see. 


In 1897, Bishop C. H. Mason set 
out to build a bridge which is 
known today as the Church of 
God in Christ. The building of 
the church began in Lexington, 
Mississippi; only to be rejected. 
So Bishop Mason moved to build 


on the south entrance of a 
county court-house and from 
there to John Lee’s home. 
Finally, he settled in an 
abandoned Gin House to 
accommodate the crowd. 


During the worship services the 
Gin House was hit by gunshots. 
Bishop Mason and membership 
continued to sing the praises of 
victory. 


After receiving news of the Holy 
Ghost baptism, Bishop Mason 
traveled to California. At the 
now famous Azusa Street 
Revival he found the necessary 
element to ensure a_ solid 
foundation for his bridge. 


Today we are blessed with 
another builder. Our Presiding 
Bishop J. O. Patterson is 
continuing to build the bridge 
started by Bishop Mason. God 
has given him Saints Center and 
All Saints University to build. 
The integration of these projects 
into the church structure will be 
a significant accomplishment. 
They would enhance the growth 
of the church, broaden the 
pathways and open up countless 
gateways that can be utilized by 
all. 


Bishop Patterson has and will 
survive hardships, conquer 
disappointments, overcome 
obstacles and financial setbacks, 
only to achieve the ultimate goal 
of completing one of the 
greatest task in the history of 
the Church of God in Christ. 


Saints there is no need in having 
a builder who can _ design, 
superintend and achieve a task 
which would benefit thousands 
upon thousands and not support 
him. For this bridge he is 
working on is what we make of 
it. This is our bridge of safe 
passage. This is our bridge and it 
will stand when all else fails. 
This is the bridge that will lead 
you to streets paved with gold. 
This is the bridge that will unite 
us with that “City Called 
Heaven.” For this is the Church 
of God in Christ! 
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Greetings to the Saints, Everywhere: 


Please receive this brief communique’ as my personal 
wish for a blessed New Year. We have reached the 
halfway mark in this decade and our society is not any 
better off than before but I have this word of hope for 
saints: “no weapon that is formed against thee will 
prosper...’’ Please remember, as one of our bishops said 
a few weeks ago, God never said that the weapons 
would not be formed; He just promised that they 
wouldn’t prosper. 


It is my prayer and desire to God that Evangelism will 
be the thrust of the Church for the year ahead. There is 
a harvest of souls to be reaped and the Lord of the 
Harvest is waiting for workers to go and till His fields 
today. I encourage every missionary to be an example 
and work faithfully. I encourage every preacher to do 
what it took to bring life to those bones in the valley... 
‘‘PREACH.”’ Let “HOLINESS” be _ proclaimed 
throughout the length and breadth of this globe. 
‘Sound the alarm in my holy hill...’ saith the Lord. 


In the days ahead, All Saints University will become a 
reality and I do hope that each believer and reader of 
this Official Organ will purpose in his or her heart to 
send a monthly gift for the support of our University 
and the training of our young. 


May the God of all grace be with you and yours. 


Your Chief Servant, 
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J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
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CONVOCATION NEWS 


BISHOP J. A. BLAKE 
DIES 


1912-1984 


Bishop J. A. Blake, Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop, 
General Board Member and 
prelate of the Southern 
California Jurisdiction died 
during the convocation. The 
Bishop was hospitalized in 
California at the time of death. 
Bishop Blake passed on the eve 
of the church’s general election. 


While thousands of convocation 
delegates were preparing to vote 
for the general leadership of the 
church, the news of his death 
was both shocking and sobering. 
The announcement caused the 
delegates to cry, pray and 
consider even more the 
importance of the general 
election. 


funeralized on 


Bishop was 


THE 1984 PRESIDENT’S AWARD CEREMONY 
by 
Charles Perry 


“To know and (honor) them 
who labor among us” was the 
spirit of the second annual 
President’s (Presiding Bishop’s) 
Award Ceremony. The program, 
slated as a formal segment of the 
77th Holy Convocation, was 
held Saturday, November 10, 
1984 during the 8:00 p.m. 
worship at the Cook Convention 
Center in Memphis. It gave 
honor to eleven members of the 
church, who were considered to 
be distinguished because of their 
unselfish and dedicated service 
to God and mankind. 


The ceremony was initiated in 
1983, by our Presiding Bishop J. 
O. Patterson. The conceived 
purpose was ‘“‘to honor those 
individuals whom the church 
would not ordinarily recognize 
but who have excelled in various 
disciplines and have given of 
themselves, ‘above and beyond 
the call of duty’ ”’. 


Thus, a committee was formed 
to act upon this particular vision 
of the Presiding Bishop. From 
the beginning, the President’s 
Award Committee has been 
chaired by Mrs. Sara Jordan 
Powell, and co-chaired by Elder 
Alferd Z. Hall. Mrs. Powell is a 
member of the church as well as 
a very gifted national recording 
artist, who resides in Houston, 
Texas. Elder Hall serves as the 
National Secretary to the 
Presiding Bishop with residence 
in Memphis. 


The committee is presently 
composed of ten members. It 
has the responsibility for 
screening applicants and making 
all the necessary program 
arrangements. Designated by the 
committee are that all nominees 
for awards be COGIC members 
and that they be nominated by 
someone other than themselves. 


The special categories honored 
for 1984, were as follows: Lay 
Ministry, Social Services, 
Philantropy, Education, Music 


November 20, 1984, in Los 
Angeles, California. The funeral 
was held at the Crouch State 
Temple. 


Our Presiding Bishop J. O. 
Patterson and the General Board 
officiated. 


In a coming edition of the Whole 
Truth a reporting of that event 
shall be presented. This brief 
announcement is given to inform 
the church at large about the 
passing of one of our leaders. 
The prayers of the saints are 
solicited for the family and his 
local congregation. 


The poet John Greenleaf 
Whittier wrote these words of 
comfort: 


and Administration, Business, 
Medical Arts, Creative Ministry, 
and Community Involvement. In 
addition to these, one Special 
Recognition Award was given. 


For Lay Ministry, the recipient 
was Estelle Elam Cassimere. She 
is one of the few surviving 
pioneers of the Third Church of 
God in Christ in New Orleans, 
La. Elder Charley Turner is her 
pastor. Mrs. Cassimere has been, 
for many years, a consistent 
laborer in the church and a 
genuine motivator of others in 
the faith. 


In the area of Social Services, 
there were two _ honorees; 
Deborah E. Johnson and Rachel 
Q. Johnson. Deborah Johnson is 
a member of Bishop Samuel 
Kelsey’s church in Washington 
D.C. She is the co-founder of an 
organization called Project 
Awareness Inc. The organization 
ministers to the social needs of 
young people throughout the 
country. It addresses such issues 
as teenage pregnancy and youth 
unemployment. Her 
contribution to society has been 
funded by various institutions 
including the Rockefeller 
Foundation and the Robert F. 
Kennedy Foundation. 


Rachel Q. Johnson works with 
the mentally retarded. Alpha 
Omega Inc., the organization 
which she founded, provides an 
alternative to state 
hospitalization of the 
developmentally disabled. She 
has also stretched herself to 
assist the elderly, the infirmed 
and the needy. Mrs. Johnson is 
an active member of the 
Rehobarth Church jn Vallejo, 
California. Elder Peerless 
Johnson pastors the church and 
is also actively involved in her 
work. 


The award for Philantropy was 
acquired by Patricia J. Clark 
Lewis. She serves as a member of 
the church pastored by Elder 
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I long for household voices gone, 
For vanished smiles I long 

But God Hath led my dear one 
on,” 


And He can do no wrong. 


Editor. 


James C. Lewis in Michigan’s 
Southwest Jurisdiction. She has 
organized projects to aid the 
poor in obtaining health care 
and help with their utility bills. 
She has assisted the poor in Haiti 
and even paid for the surgery of 
a young Haitian boy whose life 
was in danger. 


Mary F. Lenox received the 
award in the field of education. 
(She was not present the night 
of the ceremony; she was in 
Brussels. The award was, in turn, 
received by her brother, Elder 
James E. Lenox.) She has many 
accomplishments to her honor. 
And on March 1, 1984, she was 
named Dean of the School of 
Library and _ Informational 
Science at the University of 
Missouri Columbia. She is the 
first black to become dean in the 
history of the Columbia campus. 
Her tenure as dean is only the 
third in the history of the 
School of Library and 
Informational Science. 
Consequently, Mary Lenox is 
considered a role model as she, 
with experience as her faithful 
witness, boldly proclaims to 
young people that the doors of 
opportunity are not closed. She 
is a member of Greater Holy 
Temple Church in Chicago, 
where her father Bishop E. 
Lenox is the pastor. 


For Music and Administration, 
the award was received by Elder 
Eugene B. McCoy, pastor and 
founder of the Open Door 
Community Church in Battle 
Creek, Michigan. He serves as the 
National Dean of Music 
Workshops for the church. He is 
also the author of the official 
music handbook for COGIC 
Music Convention. To his 
administrative credit, he serves 
the Battle Creek Public Schools 
as an administrative assistant to 
the Superintendent. He is in 
charge of federal programs. 


Continued on page 6 
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Left to Right: Bishop N. Jones, Bishop F. E. Perry, Bishop Roy 
L. H. Winbush, Sister 5S. Law, Eider J. Whitehead, Dr. J. Macklin 


and Dr. N. N. Quick. 


Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush, 
president of the Publishing 
Board and members of the 
Board presented former editor, 
Elder J. Whitehead with a 
certificate of recognition, during 
the 77th convocation. 


Elder Whitehead was cited for 
his years of service and 
dedication to his responsibility 
at the Whole Truth. Rev. 
Whitehead has turned the reins 
over to Elder David Hall. It is 


expected that the Whole Truth 
will undergo a_- significant 
over-hauling and become an 
increasingly more important 
communication source to the 
members of the Church of God 
in Christ. 


Elder Whitehead continues to 
serve as the editor of the COGIC 
Training Union quarterly. He is 
also the pastor of a growing 
church in Romulus, a suburb of 
Detroit, Michigan. 


GENERAL BOARD MEMBER 


BISHOP J. N. HAYNES 


The 77th Holy Convocation of 
the Church of God in Christ 
brought with it an unforgettable 
event. Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, 
Presiding Prelate of Texas 
Northeast was elected to serve as 
one of the twelve General Board 
Members. Nineteen Hundred 
Kighty-Four (1984) was the year 
for Bishop Haynes to move to a 
higher realm of service in this 
church. It seemed as though he 
knew his time had come, he 
moved with courage as he made 
preparations for the election. 


Bishop Haynes has served as 
Jurisdictional Bishop of Texas 
Northeast for the past seven 
years and the jurisdiction has 
flourished under his 
administration. Presently, there 
are forty-five districts with two 
hundred fifty churches. He is 


well known throughout the 
National Church where he has 
served as Assistant Secretary of 
Registration for the past ten 
years. He is also a well known 
citizen and community leader in 
Dallas, Texas where he pastors 
the Saintsville Sanctuary Church 
of God in Christ, 2200 South 
Marsalis Ave. 


Inherent in leadership, with vast 
experience and knowledge of the 
church, Bishop Haynes moves in 
step with the General Board. He 
has already been appointed to 
serve as Assistant Secretary of 
the Board and member of 
Program Committee. 


In a_ recent interview with 
Bishop Haynes he stated that, 
“there is a more homogenious 
representation on the General 
Board that should give rise to 
our being able to do more 
recognizable things together.” 
He expresses his appreciation to 
all the Jurisdictional Bishops, 
pastors, elders and all others 
who supported his candidacy, 
appreciates your confidence in 
his desire to serve. 


In honor and celebration of his 
election, Texas Northeast 
Jurisdiction will hold an 
Inaugural Dinner, January 21, 
1985 at the Downtown Sheraton 
Hotel. Bishop J. O. Patterson 
will be the keynote speaker. 
General Board Members and 
other national officials will 
attend. 


MAKE THAT CHANGE! 


USE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


LITERATURE: 


SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


Y.P.W.W., HOME & FOREIGN MISSION & 


BIBLE BAND TOPICS. 


Page 4 


BISHOP P. A. BROOKS 


The General Assembly of the 
Church of God in Christ has 
elected three new members to 
the General Board. The 
candidacy of Bishops Brooks, 
Green and Haynes were 
acknowledged by the men and 
women serving as delegates. The 
passing of Bishop J. S. Bailey 
assured at least one new 
member, and a second position 
was thought possible. Then the 


totally unexpected death of 
Bishop J. A. Blake the day 
before elections presented new 
circumstances. At that juncture, 
the election of two new board 
members were sure. 


The Bishop Phillip Aquilla 
Brooks, II, Bishop Samuel 
Green, Jr., and Bishop J. Neaul 
Haynes won places on_ the 
General Board. Bishop P. A. 


CONVOCATION WELCOMES 


Television evangelist and world 
renowned gospel preacher, Rev. 
Jimmy Swaggart, visited the 
saints at the convocation. The 
saints welcomed him in a grand 
way. Rev. Swaggart came in 
response to an invitation by 
Bishop Patterson. 


Rev. Swaggart did not come 
alone, as he brought many 
members of his staff to 
experience the fellowship with 
the saints. Dr. John Paul Gray, 
the president of the Jimmy 
Swaggart Seminary, attended the 
meeting. The Rev. Jim Wosely, 
the head administrator of 
missions, was also present. In 


REV. JIMMY SWAGGART 


addition to them, Jerry Lee 
Lewis came by. This was a great 
surprise to Rev. Swaggart. 


Rev. Swaggart delivered a great 
message that evening. His 
scripture was from II Cor. 4:6. 
His subject was “The Glory of 
God in the Face of Jesus”. His 
main point was how God’s glory 
is reflected in the word, in the 
face of Jesus and in the earthen 
vessel of man. The saints 
enjoyed hearing and seeing him 
in person. While many have seen 
him on television, this personal 
fellowship was very meaningful. 
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BISHOP GREEN 


Brooks is the jurisdictional 
bishop serving the Michigan 
Northeast jurisdiction. He 
received 1,196 votes in a very 
strong showing. Bishop Samuel 
Green is the bishop of Virginia’s 
Second Jurisdiction. He received 
a total of 965 votes and 
certainly demonstrated his 
motto: “The Light is on Green”’. 
The Bishop J. Neaul Haynes is 
the bishop of the Texas 
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THREE NEW GENERAL BOARD MEMBERS 


BISHOP J. N. HAYNES 


Northeast Jurisdiction. He was 
elected to the board with 900 
votes. 


The church welcomes these 
three most able and 
distinguished gentlemen to the 
highest board of the church’s 
ecclesiastical structure. May 
their strength of character and 
integrity, for which board 
members are known, be forever 


Pictured above with the presiding Bishop, Bishop J. O. Patterson, 
are Bishop E. Harris Moore, Chairman of the Hospital Fund, 
along with the Executive Administrator, Clifton T. Chalk. 


HOSPITAL FUND 
ANNOUNCES 35% SAVINGS 


Bishop Moore has just 
announced that members of the 
Hospital Fund can receive a 35% 
discount on Delta Airlines, 
flying to and from _ the 
Convention, (UNAC), Women 
Convention, April and 
November meetings in Memphis. 


This is a great plus for the 
Hospital Fund and for you. For 
only $7.00 per month, you can 
join the Hospital Fund and save 
as much as 35% off your air fare. 
You may call the Norfolk office 
at 804-466-1444, or the 
Memphis office, 901-526-0902, 
for brochures. 


When making your air 
reservation, call 1-800-255-9200 
and give them your certificate 
number, and tell them you are 
flying to the convention. You 


will then receive the LOWEST 
POSSIBLE AIR FARE 
LESS--35%. What a_ great 
blessing this will be to the 
Church and its people. Our hat 
goes off to Bishop EH. Harris 
Moore for making these 
arrangements for the Hospital 
Fund and for the Church. If you 
are not already a member, this is 
your chance to become one and 
to save enough on your air travel 
to pay the premiums for several 
years. Bishop E. Harris Moore 
and the Board of Directors of 
the Hospital Fund wishes you 
and yours a most prosperous 
new year. 


Yours in His Service, 


Clifton T. Chalk 
Executive Administrator 


theirs. May the Holy Ghost grant 
them wisdom, and God allow 
new and inexhaustible strength 
to accompany them on their 
many duties. 


For the record, the third 
position became available when 
Bishop John White, who is 
physically incapacitated was not 
reelected. The General Assembly 
decided to grant him emeritus 
status. 


NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE 


Bishop Desmond Tutu, an 
Anglican Bishop and a leading 
anti-apartheid advocate in South 
Africa, accepted the 1984 Nobel 
Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway. 
The ceremony was held at Oslo 
University. The ceremony had 
some excitement as it was halted 
because of a bomb threat. King 
Olau V and several hundred 
guests were evacuated from the 
building as bomb experts with 
dogs secured the building. No 
explosives were found and the 
ceremony resumed. 


The bishop commented that his 
award justified his nonviolent 
approach to fighting apartheid in 
South Africa. In South Africa, 
the white majority oppresses the 
black majority. 


In his speech, Bishop Tutu spoke 
like a true preacher of the 
gospel. His whole effort is to 
redeem his native South Africa 
from a possible bloody struggle 
between black and white. He 
said of the Nobel Peace Prize, “‘it 
is wholly representative of his 
struggle’? including “those 
committed to the cause of 
justice, peace and reconciliation 
everywhere.” 


The Nobel Peace Prize is one of 
the annual awards given in honor 
of Alfred Nobel. Nobel was the 
Swedish inventor of dynamite. 
The award consists of a Nobel 
gold medal, diploma and a check 
worth $193,000. Past winners 
include Dr. Martin Luther King 
and Ambassador Ralph Bunche. 
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SAINTS FEED THE 
STARVING 


Why is the newly elected 
General Board smiling? Sure 
each man is happy to be serving 
the church, but is there another 
reason? Yes. They are smiling 
because money is being given to 
the starving people in Africa. 
Did you notice that Bishop 
Patterson presented a check to 
Bishop Moody. 


A few days before, Bishop 
Patterson made a plea before the 
convocation for help to feed the 
starving masses. For weeks the 
world news and our Whole Truth 
paper had been reporting the sad 
circumstances which grip 
Ethiopia. War tor Ethiopia 
could lose more than three 
million people to starvation. 
Bishop’s plea was answered 
immediately. The saints brought 
$51,000 in a love offering. The 
money demonstrated our 
concern for people who are less 
fortunate, even those many 
thousands of miles away. The 
money will provide nourishment 
for starving people. 


ST. 


Getting some rest was the main 
thing on my mind when I retired 
Saturday night. 


I had conducted a revival in 
Colorado Springs, Wednesday 
through Friday. After a brief 
time of ministry in Denver, I 
flew into Los Angeles early 
Saturday morning for a marriage 
and family seminar in Riverside 
from 9 am. until 1. Then I 
returned to Los Angeles to 
deliver the eulogy at the funeral 
of a pastor friend. 


Needless to say, when [ arrived 
home about 7 p.m., I was really 
tired and looked forward to a 
good night’s rest before our 
22nd Anniversary celebration at 
St. Stephen’s Sunday morning. 


I had already prepared a message 
on Psalm 127:1: 


“Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that 
build it.”’ 


I also was looking forward to the 
good food to be served, for we 
had planned a potluck dinner at 
the church after the 11 o’clock 
service. 


The good night’s sleep never 
happened. My bedside phone 
woke me at 3:15 a.m. One of 
our members was on the line 
with the urgent message, 
“Pastor, the church is on fire.” I 
did not wait for details, I just 
said “I will be right there,” and 
hung up. 


My wife Jean and I jumped into 
the car for what is normally a 
15-minute drive. On_ this 
occasion, however, we hit every 
red light and it seemed like a 
long, long drive. 


My thoughts centered on the 
seriousness of the situation; I 
wondered if it was a minor fire 
or a really serious situation. I 
was especially concerned about 
our new Christian school which 


Bishop Moody has just returned 
from Africa where he saw some 
of the misery first hand. The 
Mission’s department is using 
World Vision Inc., and _ the 
Afro-Care Mission to channel the 
funds for immediate aid. The 
government relief is functioning, 
but politics hampers many 
things. The religious relief can go 
around the red tape. Also since 
the church is not organized in 
Ethiopia, we must use credible 
and established organizations to 
help us. 


Bishop Moody explained: “We 
want our money used to meet 
the most pressing need. 
Everyone is sending food, and in 
some areas medical needs are 
critical. Hopefully, we can meet 
the greatest need.’ Bishop 
Moody further states: “Other 
areas are in trouble. We have 
saints in Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique and Liberia in 
need. Some are nearly starving.” 


Bishop Moody has just returned 


had just been dedicated the 
previous week after a three year 
struggle to get it built. Had all of 
our efforts gone up in flames? 


One look at the fire and smoke 
billowing from the church 
confirmed that we had a serious 
situation indeed, but thankfully, 
the new school was not involved. 
The church was so _ involved, 
however, that there were 14 fire 
units at the scene. The street had 
been cornered off and firemen 
were on the roof seeking to 
contain the blaze. 


What goes in your mind at a 
time such as this? 


My first reaction was one of 
sadness, of hurt. The three-year 
struggle to build the school had 
just culminated with the 
dedication and opening, and I 
was not emotionally ready for 
another such struggle. I was 
tired, drained. 


Then my concern turned to the 
person who had caused this, for 
it had become apparent that the 
fire had been set deliberately. I 
wondered what sick, demonic 
person could put a torch to a 
church. I prayed that God would 
arrest that person and deliver 
him. 


Another concern I had was what 
destruction of the church would 
mean to the people. Ministry 
itself is more important than a 
building, but the facility was the 
center of that ministry. What 
would lack of the facility mean? 


An immediate practical concern 
was for our day care center. We 
have conducted such a program 
for 21 years and there are 65 
children enrolled. This normally 
was held in the basement of the 
church. Now where could we 
put them? I knew that working 
parents would arrive Monday 
morning needing care for their 
children. 
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from Liberia where a 
convocation was held. Elder 
Amos Neymah was appointed 
General Head of the churches in 
Liberia, West Africa. This fine 
Elder has just completed a 
church building. God is truly 


STEPHEN COGIC, BURNED 


Then, too, I was sad because of 
our personal involvement in the 
actual structure. The church 
represented blood, sweat, tears, 
and sacrifice. A certain amount 
of sentiment is involved in such 
a situation. I have spent nearly 
half of my life here at this 
church. It was built from scratch 
against tremendous odds, with 
God’s help and hundreds of 
friends He sent our way. 


I stayed at the scene for several 
hours until I could go into the 
church with fire officials to 
assess the damage. Estimates of 
damage were given at about 
$160,000, and yes, we did have 
insurance. However, as I assessed 
the situation later, I could see 
that the loss sustained was far 
greater than that figure and that 
the insurance would not begin to 
cover replacement costs. 


Celebrating God’s Love 


At 5:30 I left for home to get 
ready for the 8:00 a.m. service. 
It never dawned on me that we 
would not hold service. 


GENERAL BOARD AND BISHOP MOODY 


blessing the Church of God in 
Christ to grow around the world. 


Bishop Moody requests that any 
saints who would like to make a 
contribution to the World 
Mission write: 


Church of God in Christ 
World Mission 

P.O. Box 491 

Memphis, Tenn. 38101 
ATTN: African Relief 


by Dr. George McKinney 


In a spontaneous decision that 
seemed the right and natural 
thing to do, I asked the deacons 
to set out chairs in the school 
yard for morning worship. It was 
only natural that we would 
come together at our regular 
worship times to celebrate the 
good love of God. 


About 350 to 400 people were 
present for the early service and 
more, about 450, for the 11 
o’clock service. Many who came 
had not heard beforehand of the 
fire and were stunned at the 
sight of the charred building. A 
small congregation also gathered 
for our afternoon service and 
about 250 for the 6 p.m. service. 


(And no, we did not cancel the 
church dinner; it was delicious.) 


I used the same text for the 
main service that 1 had planned, 
but I applied it in a different 
manner. In the face of the 
disaster, I stressed the need for 
unity and standing together in 
time of crisis, the importance of 
practicing love, and of accepting 


challenge together. 


A Lot of Hope 


There were many tears and red 
eyes among the congregation, 
some anger, and a lot of hurt. 
But through all of that, there 
was a lot of hope, a binding 
together for the task of 
rebuilding that lay before us. 


I found myself strengthened as 
many friends, new and old, 
made their presence and support 
felt. I was surprised at the 
tremendous response from well 
wishers who came or called with 
a word of encouragement. I did 
not know so many _ people 
thought so much of us. 


I feel renewed, encouraged. We 
will rebuild, and we can do it, 
but I will need the help of 
strong, dependable people to 
stand by and to help. 


Continued on page 6 
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In the area of Business, the 
recipient was Lynell Mattox. She 
is the founder and Chairman of 
Lynell’s Cosmetics Inc. Begun in 
1982, the company specializes in 
cosmetic sales and consultant 
services and registers some 
15,000 consultants with offices 
in 3 cities. She has created a 
business which offers a world of 
opportunity to people of talent, 
dedication and determination. 


Lynell Mattox is a member of 
the Church of God in Christ, 
which was pastored by her 
father in Buloxi, Texas. 


The award for the Medical Arts 
category went to Elder Jeff 
Parker. He is the pastor and 
founder of the Prayer Tower 
Church in Baltimore, Maryland. 
He also serves on Medical Staff 
in several hospitals in Baltimore. 


For Creative Ministry, the 
honoree was Mary Magdalene 
Shedrick. She is a_ life-long 
member of Holy Temple in 
Philadelphia, where Bishop O. T. 
Jones is her pastor. Although she 
is noted for diverse community 
involvement, she is best known 
for her outstanding prison 
ministry. She ministers to the 
inmates as well as teaches them 
art, and even through 
correspondence courses. 


Receiving the award for 
Community Involvement was 
Marshall J. Turner. He serves 
faithfully in both his local 
church and his jurisdiction. And, 
he is quite active in the 
community. He performs such 
tasks as transporting cancer 
patients for treatment, 
distributing food to the poor 
and encouraging others to vote. 


The Special Recognition Award 
was reserved by Superintendent 
James L. Whitehead, Sr. He was 
born in the Church of God in 
Christ and has lived a life 
dedicated to service. He 
currently pastors in Michigan 
and serves as a_ district 
superintendent in the state’s 
Southwest Jurisdiction. He is 
also the president of the Elders 
Council for that jurisdiction. He 
works diligently in the National 
Convocation as he assists the 


General Secretary with the 
annual souvenir booklets. And, 
in spite of an ever-increasing 
paralysis which presently affects 
over 50 percent of his body, 


Superintendent Whitehead 
continues to be a faithful 
servant. 


These award recipients were 
presented with both the 
President’s Medallion and a 
Certificate of honor which had 
already been framed for them. 
They also received a warm 
handshake, which was indicative 
of praise and encouragement, 
from Presiding Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, who stated later in 
the service that it is about time 
that we took time to learn those 
who labor among us. 


And the recipients were most 
excited about the occasion. The 
words of Mrs. Estelle Cassimere 
were, ‘‘I’m excited and 
surprised, much appreciative! 
This will encourage the young 
people at my church to work.” 


Deborah Johnson thought that it 
was very progressive on the part 
of the Presiding Bishop to 
recognize members of the 
church for their service as well as 
in the area of fine arts. 


Dr. Parker said, “I think it’s 
good. The idea should be 
continued. It is a good means of 
attracting young people into the 
mainstream of things. This type 
of recognition will also 
encourage members like Sister 
Cassimere and give them due 
recognition....”’ 


In all, the second annual 
President’s Award Ceremony 
was highly momentous. Eleven 
members were honored for their 
unlimited service to God and 
their fellowman and encouraged 
to keep up the good work. Some 
fourteen others received 
Honorable Mention in the 
program booklet. And perhaps, 
countless thousands were 
touched and inspired by the lives 
of those whose works were 
brought to the spotlight, as 
living examples of what the 
Christian witness is all about. 


Charles Perry 
Submitted 12-15-84 


UNAC—5 
ORATORICAL EVENT 


The United National Auxiliaries 
Convention of the Church of 
God in Christ announces three 
(3) scholarship opportunities to 
the finalists of an _ oratorical 
competition to be held annually 
at UNAC—5. 


The scholarship will be awarded 
from the C. H. Mason 
Foundation to deserving 
students who demonstrate an 
ability to communicate orally in 
an effective and _ persuasive 
manner on an _ appropriate 
religious theme in relation to a 
world crisis.. 


GENERAL PURPOSES AND 
OBJECTIVES 


1. To provide a meaningful 
forum within the church where 


students can utilize their basic 
communication skills in 
persuasive speaking. 


2. To encourage the youth of 
the church to know the Bible, 
church doctrine and church 
history. 


3. To promote the development 


of the ability to provide 
rhetorical principles under 
pressure of time, giving 


particular attention to simplicity 
of structure and clarity of style. 


4. To offer financial assistance 
to promising young people who 
are seeking to develop their 
communication and who 
correlate these skills with 
spiritual growth and 
development. 


Che Whole Gruth 


ELIGIBILITY 


Any member of the Church of 
God in Christ is eligible who is 
between (16-26) years of age. 
The applicant must be a college 
student or a high school senior 
currently accepted in an 
accredited college or university. 
Please submit with this 
application a brief biographical 
sketch. 


BURNED 


Continued from page 5 


How I thank God for those who 
have already demonstrated their 
concern and support. I am 
deeply, deeply grateful to all 
who have called, written, or 
come by with a gesture of 
understanding and goodwill, and 
for the financial gifts which 
already have encouraged our 
hands for the task ahead. With 
God’s help, we will rebuild and 
we will continue the many 
outreaches and ministries which 


have been extended to our 
community through St. 
Stephen’s. 


I solicit your continued prayers 
and thank you for your support 
in this tremendous undertaking. 
Thank you and God bless you 
for your love. 


In Jesus’ Name, 


Pastor George D. McKinney 


ZIMBABWE 
by 
Bishop F. E. Moyo 


I greet you in the exciting name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! I thank 
you for the clothes you have 
recently sent us. Thank you very 
much. We opened our Church of 
God in Christ on August 10, 
1984 at 2 p.m. and there were 
260 people. We praised our Lord 
well. We used $650.00 to build 
the church for which we thank 
God and you. The only thing is, 
there is no furniture in the 
church. Things are very 
expensive here, so we need your 
help in getting things for the 
church. Earmark all 
contributions to Bishop F. E. 
Moyo. Send all contributions to 
COGIC, Missions Dept., P. O. 
Box 491, Memphis, Tennessee 
38101. 


NIGERIA 
by 
Supt. A. O. Agbonifo 


Greetings in the name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I 
thank God for the good 
leadership of Bishop Moody. 
The foreign ministers love 
Bishop Moody for the 
missionary vision the Lord has 
given him. We need much 
financial support here in Nigeria. 
The country is facing many 
economic and social problems. 
There is very little money. Most 
of the companies have been 
closed down, and one tin of milk 
is sold for one dollar. We are just 
living by faith. Thank God, we 
are rejoicing daily for we know 
our reward is in heaven. Earmark 
all contributions to Supt. A. O. 
Agbonifo. Send all contributions 
to COGIC, Missions Dept., P. O. 
Box 491, Memphis, Tennessee 
38101. 


THE 1984-85 C. 


H. 


MASON SEMINARY 
STUDENT FELLOWSHIP 


Pictured (L to R) Back Row-Alfred I. Chapman, Jimmie Sanders, 
Jr., Gerald Gray, Murphy L. Thomas, Lonnie Williams, Julius E. 
Sims, Reginald G. McCrayer, Randall W. Murphy and John W. 


Redic, Jr. 


Front Row-Darrell 


C. Robinson, 


Blondella James, Mary 


Washington, Remona Sledge, LaVerne J. Haney and Carlton 
Crudup: Kneeling-Andrew Calhoun, III. Others not pictured are 
Phyllis M. Byrd, Kermit Christopher, Leevahn Smith, Eddie 
Evans, Larry L. Shaw, Kenneth Johnson, Steven K. Ellington, 
Arthur Grier, Carolyn A. Warren, Walter M. Brown, Melody L. 


Humphries, Willie Moore, 


Marion Summers, 


Jr., Alfonso 


Hardnett, Leo Jackson and Arnold Butler. 


The 1984-85 school year has 
started on the campus of the 
Interdenominational Theological 
Center in Atlanta, Georgia. This 
school year the C. H. Mason 
Seminary opens with 32 
committed and dedicated 
students. Of this number, 11 will 
be graduating this coming fall 
and spring. 


The C. H. Mason Seminary 
Student Fellowship is a special 
group of dedicated men and 
women of God which represent 
their seminary and 
denomination well on the ITC 
campus. The Fellowship 
sponsors and participates in 
many campus activities. They 
sponsor a Monday morning 
Prayer Breakfast and a monthly 
worship service. Many of the 
members are on the Dean’s list 
and honor roll. 


The purpose of the C. H. Mason 
Seminary Student Fellowship is 
to promote interest and 
fellowship among Church of 
God in Christ and associate 
students, to increase spiritual 
growth, extend religious 
knowledge with an emphasis on 
the Black Pentecostal Heritage, 
and to provide an environment 
for wholistic growth among its 
members. 


The officers for this school year 
are: 


President-Andrew Calhoun, III 
Vice-President-Julius KE. Sims 
Secretary-John W. Redic 
Treasurer-Phyllis M. Byrd 
Chaplain-Remona Sledge 
Reporter-Carlton Crudup 
Stimuedse net) «Cob yics tian 
Representative-Blondella James 


YOUTH AND PERFECT 


PRAISE 
by 
Eld. Charles Hawthorne 


When Jesus made his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, he was 
greeted by some noisy young 
folk who were not ashamed to 
praise the Lord. As he made his 
way into the temple they cried 
out, “Hosanna to the son of 
David.” The older folk got upset 
and, asked Jesus about it (Mt. 
21:15). He responded with these 
words, ‘‘Yea, have ye never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise (Mt. 21:16)?” 


I believe we are living in a day 
when Jesus is coming to the 
church anew. He’s not coming in 
the same ole traditional way that 
we are accustomed to. He’s not 
coming because the majority of 
folk don’t show up, and the few 
folk that do, assume that when 
there are two or three, he is in 
the midst. He’s not coming just 
because we cry and beg and sing, 
“Come in the room” or ‘“‘Come 


by here my Lord.” 


No, Jesus is coming to his people 
today in a new and fresh way. 
And it’s good for our sakes 
because we need newness! We 
need a refreshing! We need to be 
anointed with the FRESH oil of 
the Holy Spirit (Ps. 92:10). We 
need to be renewed in the 
inward man day by day (II Cor. 
4:16). 


Yes, Jesus is coming to the 
church anew. Some people will 
not believe it. They will stand in 
unbelief and quote the scripture 
that says there is nothing new 
under the sun. But, the newness 
I’m talking about is not UNDER 
the sun, but IN the Son! In Him 
there is newness of life (Rom. 
6:4)! In Him all things are 
constantly becoming new (II 
Cor. 5:17)! 


Continued on page 7 
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leadership of the church to be 
careful of lifestyles and cultural 
manifestations which lessen the 
integrity of holiness. Bishop 
reflected that leadership should 
be worthy of the saint’s support. 
He encouraged the men of God 
to maintain our traditional 
presentation of the gospel and 
development of church 
membership. “This is a church 
of baptized believers,’ Bishop 
declared. He warned the church 
to respect the form in which the 
substance of our heritage is 
carried and reflected, “I got the 
Holy Ghost on the Jesus, Jesus 
altar,’’ He then related the vision 
he had the night he received the 
baptism. He said he saw the 
Holy Ghost as a lamb and a 
basket of grapes. To him this 
vision was an essential part of his 
baptism. He supported the 
comment with the Bible. On the 
day of pentecost, the believers 
saw cloven tongues, heard a 
rushing and mighty wind and 
felt the room fill up. He 
cautioned the leaders to 
maintain our way of receiving 


ELECTION 


Bishop P. A. Brooks* 
Bishop O. T. Jones 
Bishop C. L. Anderson 
Bishop J. Cohen 


1196 
Lahgfal 
1089 
1059 


Bishop R. L. Anderson 972 
Bishop S. L. Green* 965 
Bishop J. N. Haynes* 900 
OTHER CANDIDATES 

Bishop I. Clemmons 787 
Bishop T. L. Westbrook 769 
Bishop D. L. Lindsey 599 
Bishop H. J. Williams 550 
Bishop C. H. Brewer 511 
Bishop T. D. Iglehart 490 
Bishop J. W. White 480 
Bishop L. T. Blackshear 468 
Bishop W. L. Porter 450 
Bishop C. D. Kinsey 434 
Bishop B. R. Steward 333 
Bishop J. A. Blake (deceased) 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
Bishop G. R. Ross** 1398 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Dr. S. Y. Bumett** 1035 
TREASURER 

Bishop Theo Davis 924 
Bishop W. S. Wilson 372 
TRUSTEE BOARD VOTES 
Mother S. C. Dinwiddie 1016 
Dr. Roger Jones 934 
Elder N. Wells 723 
Elder C. J. Jones 704 
Mother V. Barnes 700 
Deacon W. Jones 674 
Elder A. B. Baxter 663 
Elder W. Miller 645 


YOUTH 


You don’t have to wait until you 
get to that land where you'll 
never grow old. You can 
experience the Lord’s newness 
now. In Isaiah 43:19, He says, 
“Behold, I will do a new thing; 
NOW it shall spring forth...” 


God wants to do a new thing in 


the Holy Ghost because a 
spiritual baptism has some 
physical responses. He, then, 
related a story about his 


grandson, Jimmy. Jimmy was 
tarrying on the altar one night. 
Afterwards, someone asked him 
if he had received the baptism? 
Jimmy replied, “‘Yes!”” Then he 
was asked if he had spoken in 
tongues. To this Jimmy replied, 
“Well, I said a little something.” 
Bishop proclaimed that when 
one is baptized, “one should say 
a little something.’’ He 
concluded like a_ holiness 
preacher. He warned us to 
support our holiness beliefs. He 
warmed against leaders double 
marrying and trying to become 
bishops. There should not be 
mentioned among saints 
drinking, vices and other 
activities supposedly left in the 
world. Never should there be 
wife or child abuse, etc. ‘““There 
is a difference between holy and 
unholy,” the Bishop proclaimed. 
All over the building, the saints 
agreed. 
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Bishop §. Lowe 599 
Supt. BE. Lawrence 589 
Bishop T. C. Perry 573 
Elder C. E. Anderson 547 
Dr. W. Cahoon 540 
Supt. W. L. Daniels 524 
Elder C. S. Tucker 467 
OTHER CANDIDATES 

Elder M. Butler 456 
Elder C. Williams 443 
Elder F. J. Goodman 440 
Elder F. Smith 418 
Supt. W. J, Goodwin 415 
Bishop J. Markham 407 
Elder Wynn 398 
Elder C. Cellers 389 
Elder M. L. Hall 344 


Upon hearing the results, the 
chairman of the General 
Assembly sent everyone home. 
The next election would have to 
wait because it would be 
difficult to start election of a 
presiding bishop at 4:00 a.m. 


The following day, the 
congregation gathered for the 
election of a presiding bishop. 
However, the General Board had 
decided that nothing would be 
achieved by running a candidate 
against Bishop Patterson. In a 
demonstration of unity and 
support, Bishop Patterson was 
presented as the only possible 
and necessary candidate for the 
office of Presiding Bishop. The 
total congregation stood in unity 
and acclaimed their choice as 
proper. For the fifth time, 
Bishop J. O. Patterson was 
selected as our Presiding Bishop. 
He is God’s man for this time. 
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the church. He wants to pour 
the new wine of the Spirit upon 
us. But, He can’t put new wine 
in old wineskins (Mt. 9:17). 


If we want to be in on the new 
thing, then we are going to have 
to change our old ways. The old 
way of doing things was good in 


its day. But, the good old days 
are over. We can’t go back to 
those days. This is a new day. 
We must live today. For this is 
the day the Lord has made. Let 
us rejoice and be glad in it (Ps. 
118:24). 


That’s right! Rejoice and sing 
praise (Ps. 98:4). Sing a new 
song unto the Lord (Ps. 33:3; 
96:1; 98:1). There is nothing 
wrong with the old songs we 
sing. Many of them were 
inspired by the Lord. Those who 
received these inspirational songs 
are dead and gone. But, the Lord 
Jesus Christ lives! He is the same 
yesterday and today. The same 
Lord can inspire new songs 
today. So let us sing new songs 
of praise. 


People can get tired of coming 
to church and going through the 
same old type of service. They 
can get tired of hearing the same 
old prayers, testimonies, 
sermons and songs. Our worship 
services should not consist of the 
same ole same ole. When they 
do, they become boring. After a 
while, people lose interest and 
stop coming. 


As a matter of fact, many 
churches are suffering from this 
already. Church attendance is 
down. Not because people are 
backsliding or don’t want to be 
saved. In many cases, they are 
dying off the vine because we 
have bored them to death with 
services that become old hat. 


This is one reason why Jesus is 
coming to His people in a new 
way. He’s coming to bring 
revival, which is simply new life. 
In so doing, He is raising up a 
new generation of people who 
will receive and embrace this 
new move. Among this new 
generation is a generation of 
young people. In the heart and 
mouths of these young people, 
God is perfecting praise. 


Those young people who have 
been raised in the sanctified 
church know about praise. They 
know about praising the Lord on 
the organ, piano, guitar and 
drums. They know about 
praising the Lord with the 
clarinet, trumpet, and 
saxophone. They know about 
praising the Lord with the 
tambourine and dance. 


From a child they have been 
taught about praise. They have 
seen the older saints and 
imitated them. They have been 
put on the altar and made to 
tarry by praising. They have 
sung in the church choir and 
praised the Lord that way. 


But, God is now bringing them 
to a point of perfect praise. 
Perfect praise is not something 
that comes from imitation or 
memorization. It is not worked 
up or pumped up. It does not 
receive stimulation from 
instrumental instigation. This 
perfect praise does not flow 
from the outside in, but from 
the inside out. 


The praise that young people 
have known before was many 
times momentary. It lasted as 
long as the choir was singing or 
the instruments were playing. 
But, this perfect praise is long 
lasting. It continues after the 
testimony service, after the A&B 
slection, after the altar call, after 


the benediction. It continues in 
the car, in the home, in the 
classroom, on the job. It’s a 
praise that makes you bless the 
Lord at all times. This perfect 
praise is continually in your 
mouth (Ps. 34:1). 


Another characteristic of perfect 
praise is that it is victorious 
praise. (See article on Victorious 
Praise.) God is bringing youth 
out of that era when they 
praised the Lord on Sunday, 
only to be defeated Monday 
through Saturday. Their praises 
are being perfected to the point 
of being able to defeat and 
overthrow their enemy (Ps. 8:2; 
II Chr. 20:18-22). This perfect 
praise will cause them to rise up 
victoriously over every demonic 
foe. 


One final note about this perfect 
praise. It will lead young people 
into true worship. A _ key 
difference between perfect 
praise and previous praise is that, 
previous praise was ABOUT the 
Lord, while perfect praise is TO 
the Lord. And when you start 
singing TO the Lord, you will 
naturally flow into worship. 


We have a tendency to equate 
thanksgiving, praise and worship. 
But, they are different. One 
should lead to the other. If we 
put all three under the banner of 
praise, then it would be helpful 
to make this distinction: 
thanksgiving is praising the Lord 
for what He’s done; praise is 
praising the Lord for some 
characteristic He possesses. But, 
worship is praising the Lord for 
who He is. 


Young people today know very 
little about worship because the 
church does so very little of it. 
True worship is done in the 
spirit (Jn. 4:24). It involve 
singing spiritual songs (Eph. 
5:19). Spiritual songs are sung in 
tongues (I Cor. 14:14, 15). 


We hardly speak in tongues 
anymore, let alone sing in 
tongues! Our late founder, 


Bishop Mason, spoke, prayed, 
and praised the Lord in tongues. 
But, how many _ churches 
practice this today? It’s rare! 
That’s why the Lord is coming 
anew to the church to bring 
spiritual restoration. Even so 
come Lord Jesus! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


One half of all marriages end in 
divorce. Between 1970 and 1980 
the number of one parent 
households have doubled. When 
parents do divorce, all members 
of the family suffer severe 
changes and stresses. However, 
the man becomes single and the 
woman becomes a single mother. 
Consequently, there is a 
feminization of poverty. 


*At least two of every three 
adults who are poor are women. 


*Families of single women have 
six times the poverty rate of 
homes of couples. 


*One half of all single mothers 
are now in poverty. 


70% of Black single mothers 
54% of white single mothers 
53% of mothers of Spanish 
origins 


Facts by 
Dr. Harriette McAdoo 
Howard University 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
TO THE MT. AIRY 
TIMES—1974—1984 


Our beginning was an humble 
one. A woman of God had a 
vision from God to do a work 
for God, and so it all began in 
1974. The founder of our 
church newsletter was the late 
Sis. Sylvia Miller Morris, our 
former first lady. In the fall of 
1974, she organized her staff of 
workers and the first MT. AIRY 
TIMES was. distributed in 
December of that year. 


From a newsletter of two pages 
(4 sides), we now have a 
newsletter with an average of six 
pages (12 sides)...our August 
edition is usually our largest-this 
year having 8 pages (16 sides) 
this edition is dedicated to our 
school graduates and students 
receiving special honor at the 
end of the school year. From a 
staff of five persons we now 
have a staff of eleven person, 
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HARVEST TIME 


MINISTRIES 


OF 


PORTLAND, OREGON 


by 
Evang. Mary H. Smith 


We are reporting victory over 
sin, shame and disgrace, we are 
truly blessed of God in times 
like these. 


We want you to know that our 
Missions Department here is on 
the move for God. We are 
blessed to have one of the largest 
free food box programs in this 
entire city. Even in this inflated 
economy we are able to give 
away better food than many 
people could ever afford. We 
have been feeding over 500 
families per month, and for the 
month of June we fed over 1000 
families. We give a five-seven day 
supply of food to all of those in 
need. Our only requirement is 
that they must present two 


current pieces of I.D. 


We have also been blessed this 
year to have the only TV church 
services in this entire area. We 
are on three times a week for 
one whole hour and we truly 
praise God for it. We yet 
maintain our free refugee house 
where people can live free for a 
week to months supported by 
our local Missions Dept. We are 
in no way Satisfied with what we 
are doing for we are striving to 
do more and more. Enclosed is 
part of the food line that begins 
to form on Fridays at about 9 
a.m., and our doors don’t open 
until 12 noon. Won’t you please 
pray for us here? For we want to 
hear the Lord say, ‘Well done 
thou good and faithful servant.” 
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OBITUARY 


ELDER McCOY 


Elder Henry M. McCoy was born 
March 22, 1902 in Fordyce, 
Arkansas and departed this life 
Sunday, August 5, 1984, in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 


He was saved in Fordyce, 
Arkansas in 1933, and began 
preaching immediately. He later 
attended a Seminary and 
received a Bth and D.D. 
doctrinal degree. 


Eld. McCoy pastored a number 
of churches in Indiana and 
Colorado. He had a ministry 
extending over forty-nine years. 


He met and married Mary 
Holmes in 1934. The Lord 
blessed this union with six sons, 
Earnest, of Los Angeles, Calif., 
Silas, William, Cornelius, Robert 
and Michael all of Fort Wayne, 
five daughters, Mary Fisher of 
Indianapolis, Jean Harris, Addie 
McCoy, Patricia Miles, and 


Carolyn Hendricks, of Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; one sister, Betty 
Hall of Kokomo, Ind.; two 
brothers, A. G. McCoy of 
Danville, Ill., J. C. McCoy of Los 
Awnogelres, Calit.; 26 
Cranmaehviaren:; 14 
great-grandchildren; and a host 
of nieces, nephews and friends. 


Eld. McCoy taught all men, who 
would listen, to be _ better 
ministers and preachers and men 
of the cloth. He encouraged 
preachers to learn more about 
what they should teach and 
preach. All who would study as 
he said are doing as God wanted 
them to do when He said ‘‘Study 
to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” II 
Timothy 2:15. 


Eld. McCoy served on the 
Ordination Board, Church of 
God in Christ, Indiana North, 
First Jurisdiction. He resigned as 
chairman after working up 
through the ranks. He served as 
an Evangelist in the District, 
State, and National work over 
forty years. He truly was one 
with a pioneer spirit of our 
church. 


Eld. McCoy’s health “began to 
fail five years ago, but he yet 
held on conducting revivals as 
his health permitted. He was 
truly a soldier. for the Lord. 
Take your rest soldier, you 
deserve it and have earned it. 
‘““Be ever with the Lord!” 


The Family 


CHILD EVANGELISM 
by 
Evangelist Portis 


God is using Christian teenagers 
as missionaries to children 
throughout America. 


All across the nation, over two 
thousand young people are 
trained each year by Child 
Evangelism Fellowship in the 
Christian Youth In Action 
program. They learn how to 
reach boys and girls for Christ 
and to tell the story of God’s 
love to children in 5-Day Clubs, 
Good News Clubs, rallies, open 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


air, camps and fairs. In fact, 
wherever there are children, 
Christian Youth In Action can 
be found at work. 


Those in tenth through twelfth 
grade are given the privilege and 
responsibility of teaching the 
Word of God in Good News 
Clubs, 5-Day Clubs and special 
parties. God has often used this 
service parties. God has often 
used his service to show a young 
person His plan or direction for 
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his or her life. One such young 
person wrote, “It’s such a deep 
joy to have a part in seeing even 
one child come to know the 
Lord Jesus whom I love and 
want to serve. I believe one day 
God would have me be a 
missionary, and this is great 
training.” 


If you are in the eighth or ninth 
grade, you may be used of God 
to be a helper in the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship program 
year round. Specialized training 
to assist in summer 5-Day Clubs 
is held each June in your area. 
The graduate receives a 
certificate and is qualified to 
work alongside a regular CEF 
teacher. 


The opportunities are unlimited! 
There are openings for high 
school graduates and _ college 
students with Christian Youth In 
Action training to. serve as 
summer missionaries in the USA 
and on the foreign field. 


“This is the first time I’ve really 
led anyone to Christ, which was 
very special. One thing I learned 
was that my life, not just my 
words, has to be a witness...” 
Erin S. 


“T had a chance to witness to a 
neighbor of my _ hostess. 
Listening to the Gospel made 
her reevaluate her life...Praise 
the Lord the Gospel is for all 
ages.”’ Nancy S. 


God is looking for young people 
who desire to follow Him. As He 
did in Isaiah’s day, He continues 
to ask today, 


“Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?”’ (Isa. 6:8) 


Our prayer is that many young 
people will respond by 
answering, “Here am I, send 


me.” : 
M 
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and we are in need of more 
workers. 


The purpose of our newsletter is 
to inform our church members 
and friends of our church 
activities and to encourage them 
to participate in them. Through 
our newsletter we have also 
become more familiar with our 
church family. We share special 
events of members of our church 


SECOND CLASS 
POSTAGE PAID 
at 
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YES, LORD! 


“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him.“—I Cor. 16:2. 


COGIC BILL SIZE ENVELOPE 


THESE ENVELOPES ARE 8” wide X 6” long, large enough to 
hold currency or a check without folding. Each envelope has 
space for name, address, and amount given for offering, tithes, 
building fund, and guest speaker. All open at top. 


$10.50 PER BOX OF 500 


z 
vig 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
BOOK STORE 
272 So, Main St. - 
Memphis, Tenn. 38103 
(901) 525-7334 


- ORDER FORM 


MAIL ORDER TO: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. 


QUANTITY PRICE 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


ZIP 


TOTAL 


POSTAGE 


TOTAL 


ORDER TOTAL 
15.00 and under 
15.00 - 30.00 
30.01 — 50.00 
over 50.00 


ALL 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY DUE TO INCREASED 
LOSSES WITH PARCEL POST SHIPMENTS: WE WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY SHIP UPS. WE GUARANTEE DELIVERY 
WITH UPS. IF YOU DIRECT US TO SHIP P.P., WE WILL, BUT 
AT YOUR OWN RISK. PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT WITH 


ORDER. NO C.0.D. ORDERS! 


family. Many of our members 
have shared through different 
articles their thoughts and 
feelings with our church family. 
Also, our newsletter has given us 
much educational material 
which has been of help in our 
private lives. 


Communication is a network of 
many minds, many ears, many 
hands, many eyes, many legs 
working together to get a 
message across. Many persons 
have acknowledged how this 
publication has been a blessing 
to them...members and 
non-members. Much of our 
material printed in the 
newsletter is used by other 
people in other churches. Many 
have been inspired to begin this 
kind of work in their own 
churches to the glory of God. 


This work has been a blessing to 
many Of (us | one the 
staff...through this work we have 
been a blessing and we have also 
been blessed. 


We are presently making over 
600 copies of the MT. AIRY 
TIMES monthly, and sometimes 
it has proven to be an 
inadequate supply. Over 200 are 
being mailed each month to 
people in our church 
community, our city, our state, 
and out-of state. Copies have 
been sent as far as England and 
Germany. Praise God. 


‘We thank God for each person 
who has helped in any aspect of 
this work over the years, for all 
of us have had a part in reaching 
our 10th Anniversary year. 


We say a special ““THANK YOU, 
JESUS” for our Editor, Sis. 
Julieta Webb Thomas, who has 
served this work from its very 
beginning. From typist, the Lord 
moved ‘here into the position of 
Editor in 1976, and she has 
served faithfully since that time. 
GOD BLESS YOU, JULIETA! 


To God be the glory, 
Carolyn D. Perry 


